
St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission has asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, September 30, 2018  
Gospel: Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 
At that time, John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone driving out demons in your 
name, and we tried to prevent him because he does not follow us.” Jesus replied, “Do not 
prevent him. There is no one who performs a mighty deed in my name who can at the same 
time speak ill of me.  For whoever is not against us is for us.  Anyone who gives you a cup 
of water to drink because you belong to Christ, amen I say to you, he will surely not lose his 
reward. 
 
 “Whoever causes one of these little ones, who believe in me, to sin, it would be better for 
him if a great millstone were put around his neck and he were thrown into the sea.  If your 
hand causes you to sin, cut it off.  It is better for you to enter into life maimed than with two 
hands to go into Gehenna, into the unquenchable fire.  And if your foot causes you to sin, 
cut it off.  It is better for you to enter life crippled than with two feet to be thrown into 
Gehenna.  And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. Better for you to enter into the 
kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into Gehenna, where their 
worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.”  
 
Questions to Ponder: 
 

1.John seems upset that someone is healing in the name of Jesus but is not part of     
their “special group”.  How does Jesus handle this? Have you ever been suspicious 
of someone or a group that seems to speak in the name of Jesus?  Why did this 
bother you? 
2. As a parent or guardian, uncle or aunt do you model what it means to be a 
follower of Jesus? In what ways do you help others know the love of God?  
3. Jesus seems to be preaching harsh predictions.  What message is Jesus sending 
us? 

 
End with the “Glory Be” 

“Glory be to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as it was in 
the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen” 


